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(Translation) 

NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 

Patent Application No. 2002-506854 

Examiner: Shoko YAMAMURA 

Date: June 29, 2004 
Mailing Date: July 1, 2004 

Applicable Sections: Sec. 29(1), 29(2), 29 blB 
To: Shusaku YAMAMOTO, Patent Attorney 

The present application is rejected for the following 
reasons . Any argument must be submitted within 3 months 
from the mailing date of this document. 

REASONS 

(1) The following claims of the present application are 
rejected under Sec. 29(1) (iii) of the Japanese Patent Law as 
being anticipated by each of the following cited references 
published or made available to the public through electric 
telecommunication lines in Japan or in a foreign country 
prior to the filing of the present application. 

(2) The following claims of the present application are 
rejected under Sec. 29(2) of the Japanese Patent Law as 
being obvious to those skilled in the art over the following 
cited references published or made available to the public 
through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or in a 
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foreign country prior to the filing of the present 
application. 

(3) The following claims of the present application are 
rejected under the Japanese Patent Law Section 29 bis for the 
following reasons. The inventions defined by the following 
claims are identical with the subject matter described in 
the specification or drawings originally attached to the 
application listed below, which was filed prior to and laid- 
open or published for opposition after the filing of the 
present application; the named inventors in the present 
application are different from the named inventor in such 
applications filed prior to the present application; and the 
applicant of the present application is different from the 
applicant of such patent application filed prior to the 
present application. 

NOTES 

Regarding Reasons (1), (2): 

1. Japanese National Phase PCT Laid-Open Publication 
No. 9 -510863 [counterpart: W095/11294] 

2. British Patent Publication No. 2343873 

For claims 1-36/Cited References 1, 2: 

Cited Reference 1 describes a thermal cycler including a 
temperature gradient block, which has a robot arm capable of 
moving wells and configured to be rotatable and movable 
upwardly and downwardly. 

A robot arm which grasps, lifts, rotates, and transports a 
plate is described in Cited Reference 2. 
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Regarding Reason (3): 

Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-7279 (See Japanese 
Laid-open Publication No. 2001-194372 (counterpart: 
USP6,691,748) ) 

For claims 1-36: 

The specification of the above application describes a 
plate- shaped container transport apparatus including a robot 
having a holding part capable of holding a container and a 
moving part, wherein said robot is configured to be 
rotatable and movable vertically, and said apparatus also 
may include the constitution for plate heating and a PCR 
thermal cycler (see, particularly, claims 2 and 5, and 
paragraph 0019 (corresponding to column 4, second paragraph 
of USP 6,691,748)). 



Record of search for prior art documents 

♦Classes searched: IPC, 7th edition G01N1/00, 

G1N35/04, 
C12M1/00 

The documents cited in the above record of a search for 
prior art documents do not form the basis of the reasons for 
rejection. 

***************************************** 

If you have any inquiries concerning this Notice of Reasons 
for Rejection, or wish to have an interview with the 
Examiner, please contact us. 
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